The 7th Annual Meeting of the Society for Cell Ther apy (SCT) attracted 54 registrants to Tokyo on April 23, 1999 for presentation and discussion of developments mainly in experimental cell therapy. The invitees in cluded Jayanta Roy Chowdhury, Professor of Medicine and Molecular Genetics at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, New York, to deliver a lecture specifically on the prospects of hepatocyte transplantation at the turn of the century.
The 21 experimental studies presented at the meeting were focused within the following categories: neural cell transplantation, hepatocytes and hepatic stem cells, gene transfer into the liver, islet transplantation 1 (revascu larization), islet transplantation 2 (immunology). Four teen of these short papers have been peer reviewed and are being published in this special section of Cell Trans plantation (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) .
A high level of interaction was an important aspect of the meeting. To realize the full potential of this con ference, you are encouraged to read these articles. No doubt many more issues and questions will arise during the year, and it is to be hoped that many more answers will be available at the next meeting in 2000.
